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THE INQUISITOR. 


“« To raise the virtue, animate the bliss, 
** And swecten all the toils of human life.”—Tsomsor. 
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or six and thirty. Sophia in some trepi- 
dation rose to receive her, for the idea 
ofthe major had agitated her. 


“This my dear mamma, ts my friend, 
Miss Danton; and this, my dear friend, 
is my own mamma lady Louisa DPoug- 
las,” said little Emily, who was deligh- 
ed at the sight of her mother, whom she 
had not seen for more than a month. 

“If Miss Nanton is your friend, she 
is mine,” said lady Louisa, taking So- 
phia by the hand; when, observing the 
paleness of her countenance, she expres- 
sed her apprehensions, that she was 
not in a good state of health. 


SOPHIA, 


{ CONTINUED. ] 


Sophia found her melancholy greatly 
relieved, by the affectionate attentions 
and playfulness of a young lady, who 
was on a visit to Mrs. Smith, the mis- 
tress of the house. This child, then in 
her tenth year, was the second daughter 
of sir Robert and lady Louisa Douglas: 
Mrs. Smith having formerly been a ser- 
vant in the family, the children were 
occasionally allowed to visit her: at the 
present juncture, lady Louisa being 


without a governess, Emily was placed Sophia replied that she was not, and 


with her asa boarder. had come to this place for its reestablish- 
The kindness Sophia received from) ment. 

this child, at her first arrival, she was} The lady hoped she found benefit,and 
soon capable of returning, by becoming|continued, “I did come to take Kmily 
her instructress; being herself very fond||home, but as you seem such dear friends, 
of drawing, she was not long in dis-/I think it would be apity to separate 
covering the same taste in her pupil, and|you; indeed I have not yet engaged a 
accordingly gave her lessons which\governess, and I do not know that I 
Emily received with attention and plea-jcould do better than to leave Emily un- 
sure. They were one day thus employed,|der your protection, as long as you stay, 
when a carriage drove up tothe door.|if she is not troublesome. 

Sophia was in a tremor. Emily flew to) «Oh! mamma,” said Emily, “I think, 
the tvindow, then instantly darted out of||instead of leaving me here, it would be 
the rjpom. In a few minutesshe returned, better to take Miss Dauton home with 
accompanied by a beautiful and pens us. She can draw beautifully, and plays 
Wongan, who appeared to be about five'|on the piano forte—there is not one here. 
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or I dare. say-she would play now—youjture a single visit to her mother, but 
cannot imagine how accomplished shejhad her trunks sent from Curzon Street 
is. 1 am quite her scholar, forI study|ito Manchester Square, whither she her- 
regularly every day. How I wish shejself went in apost-chaise, accompanied 


would always be my govorness.,”’ 

‘You must try to persuade her,” re- 
turned lady Louisa. “if Miss Danton 
would accept of the situation, I should 
be happy to offer it. Use al! your rheto- 
ric, my dear girl, I hope you will be 
successful.” 

Lady Louisa then made some inqui- 
ries of Sophia, if such a situation would 
be at all agreeable; o-, if she should uot 
rather offend by proposing it. Sophia 
then informed her ladyship, that she had 
lived as governess, in the family ofa 
merchant, and that she was at present 
disengaged and in search of a situation. 

“You of course, had some reason for 
leaving your former one,” said lady 
Louisa. 

‘I had,” returned Sophia, “I will give 
your ladyship my mother’s address, who 
will satisfy you, as to the reason; I do 
not wish to enter on the subject.” 

Lady Louisa took the card, saying, 
she would pay Mrs. Danton a visit, 
and that they should see her again, the 
following week. She soon after bade 
them adieu, leaving Emily in raptures, 
and Sophia extremely thoughtful. She 
wished yet dreaded to embrace the of- 
fer. If major Clarrington visited in the 
family, disgrace and exposure she well 
knew would be the mevitable consequen- 
ces; yet she could not determine tocon- 
tinue at home, and to whatever situation 
might offer, the same objection would 
apply. as to the present one. 


by the little Emily. 

The evening of her arrival was a ga- 
la night, and as she passed through the 
hall lined with a long retinue of livery 
servents, her eyes dazzled by the bril- 


ses of the ladies, who were coming in 
crowds, she could scarcely believe she 
was not in a dream; her feet involunta- 


stairs, requested Sophia to follow her. 
Sophia obeyed, and was conducted to 
her apartments, which she found hand- 
some and well furnished. Lady Louisa 
only made her appearance for a few min- 
utes, to introduce her eldest daugh- 


with Emily. 
1 ‘The good sense of Sophia was at con- 
tinual Variance with her inclination and 


ry exertion of resolution—an exertion 
of which she unfortunately was not ca- 
pable. Want of resolution had subjected 
her to the persecutions of major Clar- 
rington; for want of a little reflection 
and resolution her reputation had been 
destroyed in the family of Mr. Morton; 








and now, for want of resolution, she sul- 
fered her imagination, contrary to her 


The succeeding week lady Louisallbetter judgment, to be dazzled and 
aid her promised visit; she had seen|captivated by the brilliant scenes pre 
Mrs. Danton, and was so pleased at the|isented to her view, and after a few strug- 
proof of discretion Sophia had given injigles between prudence and inclination, 
leaving Morton Lodge, that she re-jshe determined to follow the advice of 


quired no other recommendation than 


lady Louisa, and accept of pleasure 


her mother’s, anil was now come to en-|\when it was offered. The assiduities and 


gage her as governess to her two daugh- 


ters, Which she did on very handsome}hrother of sir Robert Douglas) ple: sed 


terms. 


So much did Sephia dread being seen] thought of Mr. Clifford, and thoug 
by the major, that she would not ven-jremembrance now only raised a gge! 


attentions of Mr. Douglas (a young! 


she 


her without touching her heart. ‘ 
is 









liancy of the lights and the elegant dres- * 


rily lingered as she gazed; but Emily, | 
who found no novelty in the scene, pas- | 
sed hastily on, and ascending the back [ 





ter, a lovely girl not yet in her teens. J 
The ceremony of introduction over, [7 
they both retired, leaving Sophia alone 


disposition, and a particular fatality 
seemed to pursue her, in placing her in 
situations that required an extraordina- 
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gentle sigh, she vainly considered her|late, lying, and being in high-street, in 


heart as invulnerable to the sighs of 


any one, and that therefore there could 
not be any impropriety ina youth, who 
had not completed his twentieth year,be- 
ing her constant companion. The iiberal 
access she had to almost every species 
of amusement charmed her, and so much 
were reason and prudence wrapped in 
Lethian slumbers, that from haviug in- 
tended to inform her mother of every 
particular; her chief care now, was keep 
her asignorant of her mode of life as 
possible. Her mother’s old fashioned no- 


the town of Castle Building, in the coun- 
ty of imagination:rising to the height of 
seven stories. Having a fair garden and 
prospect before it, and a large number 
of windows in the front: but without any 
out-let behind; nor having any kitchens, 
cellars, or other conveniencies of a so- 
Cla nature, belonging to it, and to hold, 
ithe said dwelling house, until the day 
of his marriage.—if he shall think pro- 
per to keep it solong. Item, I give and 
bequeathe to my good friend, Mr. W. R. 
all my woodland, called and known by 





tions might induce her to disapprove of/the name of ambiguity, which is well 


her continuance in the family, and she 
found her taste fur pleasure teo much: 
gratified to wish to leave it. 


( To be continued. ) 
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A BACHELOR’S WILL. 
IW.N. of D. in the County of S. 


Bachelor, being sound both in body and 
mind, but apprehensive I shall shortly 
quit this vain and forlorn estate of celi- 
bacy; which [hope to exchange for a 
more comfortable and happy one, 
through the aid and indulgence ofa 
kind and virtuous helpmate; do make 
and ordain this my last will and testa- 
nent, in manner and form following: 
Imprimis. I give and bequeath to my 


‘planted with pun-trees, conundrums, 
quirks, and quibles; together with seve- 
iral tmpenetrable brakes and thickets of 
dark uninteligible inconprelensibilities. 
‘And lastly, I give and bequeathe all the 
vestofmy bachelor goods and effects, 
‘consisting of alarge treasure of whims, 
fancies, megrims, freaks, reveries, 
schemes, projects, and designs, &e. to 
my aforesaid goo friend Mr.J.A. whom 
1 constitute and appoint sole executor of 
this my last will and testament—only 
requesting and desiring of him, that he 
would put a fancy. or twointo the beads 
of such old bachelors of his acquain. 
itance, as he shall think proper:—as also, 
ithat he writes and pronounces, an evith- 
alamium—on this happy occasion; in or- 
der that this my departure, into the 
blessed regions of matrimony, may be 
decently celebrated. And as 1 apprehend 
I shall have no more occasion for the 
legacies above disposed of: so it is my 


| 








sood friend, Mr. W. M. all my manor 
of long delay: Consisting and being 
madeup ofthe several farms and mes- 
suages, Called or known by the names of 
doubts, fears, hashfulness irresolution, 
uncertainty, fickleness, obstinacy, &c. 
being for the most part, waste and bar- 
ren ground, and much overgrown with 
briers, thorns, and thistles; but capable. 


to the end that they 


true intent and meaning, that my said 
legatecs should not consider them as fa- 
vors & obligations,confered on them: as 
itis also my further sincere will & desire 
that they do not hoard them up, or con- 
tinue to make along and unprofitable 
use of them; but that they should endea- 
vour to put them off as soon as possible; 
may be the befter 





by preper management, of great culti-jfitted, and disposed to follow me into 


Vation and improvement. Item I give 
and bequeath unto my good friend, Mr. 


that happy state, into which T am now 
‘about to enter. Executed at my man 


» A. my dwelling house and courtlage;/sion of vain hopes aforsaid,this ——— 





alled by the name of vain hopes: situ-lday of May A. D. 


W.N. UL, B.. 
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Signed, sealed and delivered, by the| 
above written testator, inthe presence: 
of us Marmaduke Matrimony. 

Wilham Wedlock. 
Fanny Forwardly. 
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For the Inquisitor. 
HOTTENTOT COURTSHIP. 


The Hottentots are a sort of uncivilized cop- 
per-coloured folk, and more remarkable for 
their personal cleanliness than the mosi true of 
all true mussulmen, the French or Italians, inas- 
much as they make itan invariable rule to bathe 
a dozen times a day; to comb their heads a dozen 
times a dav; to perfume themselves a dozen 
times a day; and in brief, to do every thing else 
which is usually done by human beings in the 
same ratio. Moreover, they are made pretty 
muchas we are, having legs, hands, arms, &c. 
and worship gods of their own manufacture— 
but the manner in which they manage heir 
love matters, (a primary consideration with our 
ladies) is peculiar to themselves Haring premis- 
ed that the Hottentots are an uncivilized race, 
it will not be expected (their ablutions to the 
contrary notwithstanding) that they conduct in 
that all important and ticklish affair as we do, 
who consider ourselves the Almighty’s chef, de 
auvre, because we are fair complexion d, and 
have had our brains stimulated or brought fair- 
ly into action, by more or less of cultivation.— 
Love-making with themis a summary process; 
their high mightinesses are above the drudgery 
of dancing attendance upon their “cara sposas”’ 
to bails and assemblies, to concerts and theatres. 
writing love letters, whining and sighing, cry- 
ing and dying, on the top of the ladder of hope 
in the evening, and at the foot of it in the morn. 
ing, and all that superffuous nonsense—nonsense 
of our own creating—in that country, as an emi- 
nent writer observes, they order things better. 
It is merely necessary for a Hottentot gallant to 
obtain his own consent to go a wooing, and he 
is certain of taking a wife to his bosom the self 
same night. 

In order to form a courtship, the youth (re- 
solved tolie alone no longer) rigs himself out in 
bis best attire; borrows the youngest infant that 
is come-at-able, repairs to the residence of the 
object ofhis choice, presents it with a grin, af- 
ter making one of his very best bows, left foot 
fo: emost, and aw its his fate in silence: ifhis ad- 
dresses are agreeable, his flame takes the ch'ld, 
eagerly kisess it, smiles,nods her head, squats bo. 
dy &all,as gracefully as does a hare,when he is dis 
posed 'o put the hounds at fault. Theceremonv 
is row over—she is bone of his bone, anda flesh 
of his flesh, to all intents and purposes, and he 
may take her home to his cabin, nothing loth, 
as soon as helisteth. Should she disapprove of 
his devoirs, she refu:es the infant, shaking her 








head and grunting as melodiously as ever learn- 
ed pig did, until he quits her premives. This, 
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happen, our Hottentot bears it with all the sang 
froid of a philosopher, scratches his noddle; re- 
flects a moment—‘“‘ecod,” says he, " if one wont 
another will,” and he goes the rounds until some 
less hard-hearted damsel nods him “ yea.”— 
There now, you are as wise as 4.M. 


POBTRY. ms 


The Shephera’s Invocation to Spring. 


[By the author of the Novice of St Claire. 
Lovely Nymph, with laughing eye, 
Why delay thy coming, why? 
Haste, oh! haste, and lei thy feet 
Wander by my shaded seat: 

Lightly trip beside my cot, 

Dance along each well known spot; 
And where’«r thy fuotsteps tread, 
See the lovely flow’rets spread. 
Twined in thy yellow hair, 

Bring the daisy, fresh and fair; 
While thine eyes of matchless hue, 
Mocks the violet so Hue. 

Sweet the rose upon thy cheek 
More than mortal grace can speak; 
While thy parted lips exhale, 

All the perfume of the gale. 

Come, oh! come, and let me see, 
Joy, and hope, and peace, with thee. 
Let thy glance, with life divine, 
O’er my precincts meekly shine; 
Haste, oh! hasten to the bew’r, 
Bring the wreath and bring the flow’. 
Sport amid the lucid tide, 

See the meadows in their pride, 
Mark the lambkins in their play, 
Come, thou lov’d one, come away, 
Nature’s chorister’s advance, __ 
Calling to the jocund dance; 

Hear their voices as they rise, 
Hailing sweet .he vaulted skies; 
Weary Earth, she waits like me, 
See, she longs, she pants for thee, 
Come, oh! come then, balmy Spring, 
Allthy beauties hithey bring. 
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Epithalamium on the inarriage of W. W. Esq. 
with Miss C.b) their affectionate friend P. V. 


Hymen! great mysterious power! 
Now thy smiles propitious wear! 
Deck the hymeneal bower, 
To receive this blooming pair! 
Here no sordid vows are plighted, 
Fortune’s fleeting gifis to share! 
But two faithful hearts united, 
Formed to make a happy pair! 
Wedded love adorns his grotto; 
Hymen takes them to his care! 
Censtancy! he names their motto, 
And records the happy pair. 
(CP Published every Wednesday, by JAMES 
M‘MINN, at No. 37 Walnut street, where sub- 
criptions and communications are received. 
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